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further delay, and on the 3rd we started on our march towards the high moun-
tains which enclose the valley on the north. Travelling by atrocious roads across
a country of rocky gorges and hills, either totally barren or only partially covered

with scattered groups of wax cactus, we arrived at length at Burdi Talao, a
picturesque lake, quite hidden among the mountains* In a straw hut erected on
the embankment we found am excellent breakfast awaiting us, which we quickly